








About
Agastya

Since our establishment in 1999,
Agastya has been dedicated to
cultivating a generation of curious
minds, innovative thinkers, and
solution-oriented individuals with
a profound commitment to
steering positive change and
shaping a brighter future

Our unwavering mission is
to spark curiosity (Aah!),
nurture creativity (Aha!),
and instill confidence and

caring (Ha-Ha!)
in children.



Over the years, we have impacted

.. 23 million.....
..300,000.....
across 23 states in India.

At the core of our outreach
initiatives are our flagship mobile
science programs, including Mobile
Science Labs and Labs-on-Bikes.
These groundbreaking programs
directly bring scientific equipment,
models, and interactive learning
tools to underserved children and
teachers in government schools. By
traversing remote villages, schools,
and community centers, we ensure
that hands-on science education
reaches students where they are.

Our pride extends to the Innovation
Centers and Science Centers
strategically located across India.
These centers function as dynamic
hubs for innovation and learning,
offering an array of interactive
exhibits, workshops, and programs.
They provide a conducive space
where children and teachers can
actively participate in experiential
learning, conduct experiments, and

revel in the joy of discovery through
practical experiences.

Recognizing the transformative
power of technology, we’'ve
integrated digital and self-learning
initiatives into our repertoire.
These initiatives complementour
on-ground programs, enabling
children and educators to access
educational resources, participate
in interactive learning, and sustain
their educational journey beyond
the confines of traditional

school spaces.

With the unveiling of Agastya’s
Vision 2.0 plan, we are ushering in

a new era poised to broaden our
programs and operations, reaching
untapped communities and
creating transformative moments
of Aah!, Ahal, and Ha-Hal on an
unprecedented scale.



About
Dhwani

The Dhwani program challenges conventional
educational norms by prioritizing artistic pursuits
alongside academic subjects. Recognizing children’s
diverse learning styles, Agastya endeavors to engage
them fully, understanding that each child learns

differently.The program caters to aural, tactile, and
visual learners through art and media.

The primary goal of the Dhwani program is to bring media
education to remote corners of the country, fostering
creative expression and critical thinking among children.

This mobile media program is distinctive in its approach; Agastya
instructors, equipped with media kits containing necessary tools for
photography, filmmaking, storytelling, and more, travel on motorbikes
to reach underserved schools. The program empowers children to bring
their perspectives to the forefront through audio-visual media. The
comprehensive objectives of the project include:

1 Toenable creative  » Provide media literacy 3 To communicate their
expression to underserved expressions to a larger
communities audience
4 To get children to document their culture and
communities through audio-visual media

5 To give them the tools and
sRills to express themselves

6 To enable peer-to-peer teaching
and learning



Dhwani’s curriculum offers a holistic
media education, covering story
writing, photography, video and audio
production, and creating storybooks.
Over 16 visits, children receive an
introduction to media and acquire
the skills necessary to complete

a project independently. The
program transcends technical skill
development, instilling qualities such
as storytelling, teamwork, leadership,
communication, and digital literacy in
participating children.

The program’s impact:

3 26 1023 6

instructors schools children impacted cohorts

The culmination of their creative endeavors was
showcased at 13 Kala Kootami fairs, extending the
reach to an additional 8,349 children.

A select few of the over 100 Photo Stories,
Storybooks, Live-Action and Animation films, and
Audio Stories produced have been curated in the

following pages.



Photo
Stories



Armed with cameras, children in the
Dhwani program skillfully capture the
nuances of their surroundings,
turning daily life into visually
compelling narratives. These
photostories serve as a unique
chronicle, allowing the children to
share their perspectives and connect
with their heritage and communities.
Through the art of photography,

the Dhwani program empowers these
young storytellers to communicate
their understanding of the world in a
visually impactful way. It also

gives them the space to observe,
interpret, and express their

unigue perspectives.






A dance of feathers in the
bluest of skies

Created by
Harsh, Arya and Sanjana

Abhinav Vidyamandir






Tiny Odesseys

Nature’s delicate sonnets,
penned by the tiny ink of
buzzing wings

Created by
Srawani, Ganesh and Renuka

Abhinav Vidyamandir






A Mosaic of
Nutrition

Harvests of nature, granting
strength, resilience, and
longevity

Created by
Bushra Khan

MPS Neharu Nagar
















What Colour is
the Sun?

The hues of joy

Created by
Shrudhti Shirke, Gauri Tupe

Govandi Station MPS
Marathi School







Live-Action
Films




Through the Dhwani program, students delve into the realm
of live-action filmmaking to materialize their expansive
imaginations. The creative process unfolds methodically,
commencing with the conceptualization of scripts

and the meticulous planning captured in storyboards.
Armed with a script and visual roadmap, these budding
filmmakers transition into the filming phase, translating
their imaginative narratives into tangible scenes. The
subsequent editing stage serves as a refined platform for
shaping their stories. From initial scripting to final editing,
the Dhwani program systematically empowers

these children to channel their creativity,

effectively transforming their imaginative

concepts into compelling and meaningful

cinematic expressions.







Freedom

Unfurling the wings
of liberation.

Created by
Vaidehi, Purva, Bhakti, Niraj
and Shraddha

Shree Mangubhai Dattani
Vidyalaya




My School
Library

Rows of dog-eared pages
surrounded by whispers
weaving tales

Created by
Natasha Jadhav, Payal More
and Nikita Hirve

NMMC School No. 31




A Good Citizen




MaRing BhaRri

Where every roll and press
upholds taste and tradition.

Created by
Rohit Chormale, Prathamesh
Vaghmare and Pravin Jadhav

NMMC School No. 35 A




Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao

The ink of education brings
the dawn of empowerment.

Created by
Kajal, Antara, Gauri and Renu

Shivaji Nagar Hindi School




Chronicles of a
School Garden

A blossoming garden,
a blooming school.

Created by
Dayasagar, Vikram, Ayan

Govandi Station MPS
Marathi School







Audio
Stories



oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Audio, as a medium of communication, holds

a unique power to evoke emotions, spark
imagination, and transcend linguistic barriers.
Through their endeavors in audio storytelling,
participants of the Dhwani program develop a
profound appreciation for the power of audio

as a means of communication. From crafting
captivating ad commercials to recording soulful
songs, they traverse a diverse landscape of
expressing their creativity through sound.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo






Vocal

Percussions,
A Call for Flowing
Peace Words
Selling Krispy satisfaction In the footsteps of the Saffron, white, and green: Where every beat tells a
nation’s father India’s pride in every tune story
Creatgd BY . . Created By Created by Created by
Khushi Prajapati, Mrunmayi Jhanvi Bhagat Prem Dighe and Piyush Tiwari Alok

Kolembekar i
Govandi BMC Marathi

MPS Chunabhatti, Sion NMMC School No. 30 NMMC School No. 30 School



Storybooks




Storybooks, timeless portals to imagination

and wonder, have captivated readers of all ages
for generations. Our children enthusiastically
harness the power of storybooks to unleash their
boundless creativity. Beginning with the inception
of a story idea, they meticulously develop plots,
characters, and settings, before translating their
visions into detailed storyboards. Through their
illustrations, these young storytellers breathe

life into their narratives, infusing each page with
vibrant colors and rich imagery.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo







Animal
Habitat

Where do | live? Can you

Created by
Tanvi

NMMC School No. 30










The Elephant
and the Hare

Friends that have each
others back

Created by
Sanvi Suryavanshi

NMMC School No. 30










A well-rounded chase

Created by
Arya, Sanvi, Neha, Anushka

NMMC School No. 30
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A Splash of
Friendship

When the clouds relent,
friendship blossoms

Created by
Priya, Nandhini, Ranjana, Shreya,
Sakshi

Govandi Station MPS Hindi







The Road
Well Taken

A dispassionate plea for
public spirit

Created by
Shabnam, Shristi, Riya

SMT PKG Hindi School







Animation
Films




Children in the Dhwani program enthusiastically delve into
the art of stop-motion animation, infusing vitality into their
imaginative constructs. This intricate process encompasses
meticulous planning, spanning conceptualization, scripting,
and the painstaking execution of each frame. As these
young animators bring inanimate objects to life, they refine
artistic skills while cultivating virtues of patience and
precision. Learning animation and editing techniques

becomes integral, enabling them to craft

a seamless visual narrative.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo







gracing the
Moon’s Stage

A celestial dance on a
silvery canvas

Created by
Swareet Chavan, Ansh Kori,
Anupa Kori

MPS Chunabhatti




Dance the Day
Away

What does a pirouetting cup
look like? Wonder no morel

Created by
Mantasha Shaikh, Sneha Bothare

MPS Neharu Nagar




Rooted in
Hope




Galactic
Rotations

Animated constellations
weaving a timeless tale

Created by
Sonam Sharma, Geet Patel,
Mohit Agrahari, Yash Rathod

MPS Chunabhatti







Ancient
Wisdom

llluminating the path of
enlightenment

Created by
Manas, Shlok, Aary, Kunj

Abhinav Vidyamandir




Navigating the
pixelated maze

Created by
Amar, Prem, Ajay, Alok

Govandi Station MPS
Marathi School




At the culmination of
the Dhwani program,
children eagerly
anticipate the vibrant
Kala Kootami fair, a
celebration of their
boundless creativity.




Joined by peers, teachers, and community members, they come together
to showcase their remarkable achievements. The fair hums with excitement
as attendees explore the gallery space adorned with striking photographs,
each telling a unique story captured through the lens. In the screening area,
anticipation fills the air as the children’s films unfold on the big screen,
enthralling audiences with their imaginative narratives. Meanwhile, in the
workshop section, young instructors lead engaging media-related activities,
igniting the curiosity and creativity of visiting children.

The Kala Kootami fair is not just a showcase
of talent; it’s a vibrant tapestry of shared
experiences, camaraderie, and the joy of
creative expression, fostering a sense of
pride and accomplishment among|

all involved. Here is a glimpse

of this year’s fairs.
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