


























Before he came to Agastya in the sixth standard, 
Saicharan was a self-professed 'childish, immature and 
mediocre student.' He credits Agastya with teaching him 

good values, such as the importance of safeguarding health and 
protĞĐƟŶŐ�plant life. These lessons were put to the test when, 
while washing his lunchbox outside the lunch hall one day, 
Saicharan ŶŽƟĐĞĚ� dead mosquitoes, ŇŝĞƐ͕� and leaves in the 
water jetƟŶŐ�out of the tap. Even more troubling was the fact 
that many boys were ĮůůŝŶŐ�their water bottles from this sole 
source of drinking water at his school. Saicharan wondered if it 
had anything to do with the overhead water tank, and whether 
it was being properly maintained.  The tank would someƟŵĞƐ�
ovĞƌŇŽǁ�when the pump was on, which probably meant that it 
was not being monitored either.

Armed with these observaƟŽŶƐ͕� the Young Instructor Leader 
approached his classmates and teacher for their advice. When 
they all agreed that the uncovered tank was in dire need of a 
good scrubbing, Saicharan and his friend got permission to 
clean it. First, they drained out all the water by leaving the taps 
open. Next, they used bleach to scour and disinfect the insides 
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CLEAN WATER FOR ALL

of the tank. �Ōer allowing it to dry overnight, the boys reĮůůĞĚ�
the tank once more with water.  Most importantly, they covered 
it with a lid. There was yet another nagging problem caused by a 
lack of drainage. When the children used the tap, the water 
tended to stagnate where it fell, thus creaƟŶŐ� a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. Once again, with the school's 
permission, Saicharan created a small culvert that would drain 
the water into the school garden. 

Sai also tutors those classmates of his who are enrolled in the 
NaƟŽŶĂů� Cadet Corps (NCC). These boys have to skip their 
evening board exam prep classes, because they have prĂĐƟĐĞ�at 
the NCC grounds.  Every morning before 
school, Sai — who attends these classes — 
goes over the previous session's lessons 
with them. 

When he grows up, Sai wants to 
become a pharmacist so that he can 
help his doctor father run his clinic. 

D.L. Saicharan
Class 10
Student of ZPHS, 
Shanthipuram

because he ensured 
clean drinking water for 
his school and he tutors 
children who miss 
classes
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D
ivya belongs to a tribal family who no longer live a 

nomadic life but stay at Veeranamala Thanda in 

Ramakuppam Mandal, giving Divya a chance to study. 

However, her father goes to Kerala to make a living and support 

the family.

Divya was in the sixth standard when the principal announced a 

trip to Agastya. She and her friends talked to their seniors who 

said that in Agastya they teach everything through 

experiments. “But when I Įƌst went to the Art Lab, I was 

impressed with the variety of things made by students 

themselves. It was an experience to cherish,” she says.

In the seventh standard she was bitten by the Agastya bug. The 

regular Friday visits became more interesting and the 

Jhunjhunwala Discovery Centre and the Art Lab became a 

favourite haunt for Divya. “The Įƌst ƟŵĞ�I came here I never felt 

like going back. The Įƌst impression was lasƟŶŐ�but I learnt a lot 

of things which were not academic in that year. First, I learnt not 

to waste. Then I discovered that a lot of ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�can be 

made from paper, stones, leaves, and from most of the things 

we throw away. I imbibed cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�from the do-it-yourself 

style of learning, along with a ƉŽƐŝƟǀe approach to life,” she says 

with pride. 
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A POSITIVE APPROACH TO LIFE

Divya loves reading and ǁƌŝƟŶŐ� and as a Young Instructor 

Leader in the eighth standard, she got a chance to teach others 

all that she learnt in the previous years. “The teaching in our 

school is ambiguous and we are always 

impaƟĞŶt for the class to end. We have no 

equipment or models in our school. But 

at Agastya, the teachers are very 

friendly and the manner in which 

they teach is completely different. I 

also learnt how to protect the 

environment, dispose plasƟĐ͕� and 

segregate waste. Now I keep all this 

in mind and also read a lot in order to 

teach other children,” she says with a 

sense of achievement. No wonder Divya 

is nicknamed ̀ Bookworm' Divya.

“The Art Lab is a wonderful place to learn and I want all the 

schools to start such creaƟǀe ways of teaching. /ŶŝƟĂůůǇ, I wanted 

to be a teacher but now I want to join the Indian AdministraƟǀe 

Services (IAS), so that I can make learning more interesƟŶŐ�in 

schools and  also change the educaƟŽŶ�system,” she signs off.

M. Divya 
Class 8
A student of KGBV, 

Gudupalli

because she teaches 

others how to turn waste 

into beauty
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Jamuna was bored – she was being taken to yet “another” 
school to be force-fed theory! Within no ƟŵĞ͕�however͕ �she 
was an ardent supporter of Agastya's experienƟĂů͕�hands-

on approach to learning. 

Jamuna was Įƌst taken to the Physics Lab where she actually 
touched and saw the reŇĞĐƟŽŶƐ� that convex and concave 
mirrors makĞ͕�something she could never have done in school.  
She even made a presentaƟŽŶ�about mirrors at her school's 
Science Day 2014. She also competed in MathemaƟĐƐ�Day 2014 
along with 26 other school-teams where her team was awarded 
Įƌst prize for the numerical puzzle they created. This has 
ŵŽƟǀated her to take part in more compeƟƟŽŶƐ�in the future.

At her favourite Ecology Lab she became seriously worried 
about how “human beings are using lots of chemicals and 
destroying the earth.” She learned about ƉŽůůƵƟŽŶ�and how 
chlorofluorocarbons emitted by air conditioners and 
refrigerators damage the ozone layer͕ �which protects us from 
ultraviolet rays.  When she became aware of the adverse effects 
of using chemical fĞƌƟůŝǌerƐ͕�she convinced her father to make 
compost out of biological waste. Under his daughter's 
superǀŝƐŝŽŶ͕�he dug and lined a pit with coconut coir͕ �then ĮůůĞĚ�
it with waste material like leavĞƐ͕�cow-dung͕�cow ƵƌŝŶĞ͕�as well 
as earthworms to help process the waste. �Ōer 25 dayƐ͕�he 
spread the rich manure fŽƌŵĞĚ͕� in the ĮĞůĚƐ�as fĞƌƟůŝǌer. The 
thrilled Jamuna talked to Įǀe neighbouring farmer families who 

AWARENESS

17

ECO WARRIOR!

Summer/Winter Workshops Science Fairs Innovation Fairs National Platforms

Thinker Explorer Young Instructor Leader  Young Innovator Ignited Innovator/Change Maker

were won over by her sincerity and also reaped the beneĮƚƐ�of 
composƟŶŐ͘�She says that people are now approaching her for 
advice on composƟŶŐ͘

Jamuna feels that not only has Agastya 
imbued her with self-confidence͕ 
problem-solving abi l i t ies ͕  and 
persuasion skills but has also given 
her the courage of her conǀŝĐƟŽŶƐ͘�  
She has sworn an oath to protect 
our planet and is dedicated to 
spreading this message.

Despite her passion for ecology͕ �
Jamuna wishes to become a 
computer engineer. Agastya gave her 
the opportunity to realise her dream of 
using computers to ƚǇƉĞ͕� draw͕� and most 
importantly to surf the World Wide Web. “I can learn everything 
about the world just sitƟŶŐ�herĞ͕͟�she says of her fascinaƟŽŶ�
with the Internet. She looks forward to learning even more to 
complement what little informaƟŽŶ� she gets from her text 
books. With the world at her ĮŶŐĞƌƟƉƐ͕�young Jamuna has little 
interest in travelling outside India…for now.

M.S. Jamuna
Class 10
Studenƚ�ŽĨ��W',^͕�
Kuppam

because she convinced 
farmers to use organic 
fĞƌƟůŝǌers
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N
aresh has been coming to Agastya since he was in the 

sixth standard. His sister, who was once a Young 

Instructor Leader (YIL), told him about Agastya and 

how they would teach him new things and help his cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�
grow.  An excited Naresh found Agastya's learning environment 

to be warm and welcoming. The teachers were well informed 

and not at all inƟŵŝĚĂƟŶŐ, making it easy for him to clear his 

doubts.  Like his sister before him, Naresh became a YIL in the 

eighth standard. He was proud to be following in her footsteps.

Naresh's cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ� has grown in leaps and bounds. With 

Agastya's encouragement, NarĞƐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂted in different 

compeƟƟŽŶƐ͕�like an Agastya organised essaǇͲǁƌŝƟŶŐ�contest. 

In his prize-winning essay, Naresh argued that it was humanity's 

moral responsibility to care for the environment and stop global 

warming, because “if we save the environment it will save us.” 

This has been his proudest achievement so far, because of all 

the hard work he put into ǁƌŝƟŶŐ� the essay. He now knows 

about global warming, but would not have if it were not for 

Agastya.

Naresh has grown steadily more environment conscious, and 

has planted Įǀe to six trees around his house. “Trees provide us 

with food, wood, and oxygen,” which is why Naresh has taken to 

planƟŶŐ, diligently watering, and fĞƌƟůŝƐŝŶŐ�them with manure 

everyday. 
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D.M. Naresh
Class 10

A student of ZPHS, 

Yamiganapalli

because he raised 

community awareness 

on the dangers of using 

chemical fĞƌƟůŝƐĞƌs, and 

the damaging effects of 

plasƟĐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
environment
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GROWING IN CONFIDENCE
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Having learned about the drawbacks, Naresh has reduced the 

use of plasƟĐ� in his day-to-day life. When his parents ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�
this and quesƟŽŶĞĚ�him about it, he told them what Agastya 

had taught him, and convinced them to avoid plasƟĐ�whenever 

possible. Naresh has also discouraged his parents from using 

ĂƌƟĮĐŝĂů�pesƟĐŝĚĞƐ͕�which can damage soil and poison ground 

water, and they now use only organic fĞƌƟůŝƐĞƌs. Naresh and his 

fellow YILs organised a meeƟŶŐ� where they advised their 

neighbours to throw rubbish in waste bins and to switch to 

organic fĞƌƟůŝƐĞƌs. 

Thanks to Agastya, Naresh carries himself with cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ͕�and 

is a lot more rĞƐƉĞĐƞƵů͘� His knowledge of 

science and mathemaƟĐƐ�has also grown.  

Naresh says, “I want to develop India,” 

and so plans to become an engineer. 

He wants to build sturdy bridges and 

big dams that can store lots of water, 

so there is never any shortage of 

water in villages like his, during the 

summers.

Fear 
to 
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S.V.  Vani 
Class 10
A student of ZPHS, 
Kuppam

because of the 
measures she took to 
counter deforesta
her village

A Firefly 
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A WORLD IN WHICH WASTE IS WORTHY

Vani Įƌst visited Agastya's Kuppam campus when she was 
in the sixth standard. Set foot in the Kuppam 
campus was like entering a magical world where waste 

like discarded plas bottles could be re-used to pot plants and 
broken vessels could become sculptures. Vani decided to use 
coconut shells that would otherwise be consigned to the dust 
bin, to pot different kinds of saplings all around her village. 
Struck by the strange beauty of the open-air stone installa
at Kuppam, Vani attempted to recreate these displays at home. 
She along with her community created a large idol of Vinayaka, 
using waste and clay.

At Agastya Vani learned about trees and their beneĮƚƐ͘�Given 
the rampant deforesta in her village, Vani decided that 
serious measures had to be taken. Impressed with Vani's 
impassioned address, community members divided 
themselves into two groups, one consis of youngsters and 
the other of seniors. The two groups were assigned 
responsibility for different parts of the village, and started 
plan trees in their r e sectors. Within a couple of 
days, the courtyard of each house was bedecked with plants! 

On another occasion, Agastya conducted an essay 
compe on science, which was held at the Government 
Boys School in Kuppam.  She won Įƌst prize for her essay 
describing an experiment that she had conducted with 

guidance from Agastya. She had potted a plant in a way that one 
of its leaves was half-inside and half-outside the pot. She placed 
a few drops of iodine on the exposed to light, 
and set it aside. er a few days the part of the 
leaf that was allowed to face the sun had 
turned blue, leading Vani to conclude 
that leaves secrete starch in liquid 
form. 

Vani frequently regales her friends 
about Agastya and its campus. 
Agastya's staff have visited her 
village in the Mobile Lab, and 
demonstrated science experiments. 
These visits take place at night so that 
everyone has an opportunity to see the 
experiments. As a result, people have been 
able to learn about different types of phenomena from a 
scien per e.  

Though Vani took part in school events before joining 
Agastya, it was always with some trepida , however, 
she feels only cŽŶĮĚence. A tenth standard student on the 
brink of young adulthood, Vani hopes to open an old age 
ashram in her father's name.
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PROBLEM SOLVING

When in the seventh standard Bhavana's school 
started coming to Agastya regularly, she realised 
that Agastya taught science in a fun and interesƟŶŐ�

way. She was selected as a Young Instructor Leader (YIL), and 
was ŵŽƟǀated to make a difference and do something good.

When Bhavana and her mother washed clothes at the bore well 
tap, she ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�that the tap was leaking and plenty of water 
was being wasted. In Agastya she had learnt that water was a 
precious resource and she wanted to stop the unnecessary 
wastage. She Įǆed a litre bottle to the tap and observed that it 
took thirty minutes to Įůů͘�She calculated that in a day they were 
wasƟŶŐ�forty eight litres of water. She showed her ĮŶĚŝŶŐƐ�to 
her uncle who told her that nothing could be done because 
water was being pumped at high pressure out of the bore well. 
Undeterred, Bhavana put a drum, under the leaking tap and 
collected the waste water to irrigate the ĮĞůĚ͘��

Bhavana has become more ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂtory aŌer coming to 
Agastya using the knowledge she receives as inspiraƟŽŶ�for her 
projects. For eǆample in her school Science Fair she did a project 
on the conservation of biodiversity and discouraging 
deforestaƟŽŶ�as the forests are ĐƌŝƟĐal for life.  

61

FIXING LEAKING TAPS

Bhavana has also ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�that due to Agastya's ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ͕�she is 
more disciplined now and less ƐĞůĮƐŚ͘�She has also realised that 
only if she understands a concept clearly will she do well in her 
eǆam. Her future plans are to graduate and become a high 
school science teacher. Bhavana wants to 
become a teacher to help children, just 
like her teachers have helped her. 

Bhavana says she loves the freedom 
that Agastya gives her, for eǆample 
they encourage her to take part in 
activities like sports, arts and 
singing. She also likes how clean 
and green the Agastya campus is 
and says that “there is a ƉŽƐŝƟǀe 
energy on campus that makes you 
learn”.  The models at Agastya inspire her 
as do the Agastya instructors who eǆƉůĂŝŶ�
everything - whenever she asks quesƟŽŶƐ�ƚo an instructor, she 
never gets the answer “I don't know.”

Textbook-bound 
to 

Hands-On

S.D. Bhavana
Class 8
A student of ZPHS, 
Gudlanayanapalli

because she used 
science to calculate 
water wastage
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“AGASTYA: A PATH BREAKING INNOVATION”

Mr. K.S. Rama Rao
Deputy Collector - 
Revenue Department, 
Government of 
Andhra Pradesh

OFFICIALS

Mr. K. S. Rama Rao started his career in the ĮĞůĚ�of 
educaƟŽŶ�as a project ofĮĐĞƌ�for the Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA), where the main focus is on creaƟŶŐ�

facilities and providinŐ infrastructure for education in 
Őovernment schools. He believes that “unless the teacher is 
trained, empowered and performs accordinŐ to our 
expectaƟŽŶƐ͕�we are comprŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ ”͘

Mr. Rama Rao came to know about �Őastya ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�his ƟŵĞ�as 
Kuppam’s revenue ofĮĐĞƌ. He Őƌew interested in �Őastya and 
spoke to some of his students who visited �Őastya's Kuppam 
campus. Their enthusiasm and ĞĂŐerness to learn new ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�
told Mr. Rama Rao that �Őastya was ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ� students by 
prŽŵŽƟŶŐ� ΖůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ� by ĚŽŝŶŐΖ͘� �Őastya helps students from 
maƌŐinal communities enrich their knowledŐe throuŐh 
prĂĐƟĐal experimentaƟŽŶ͘�

He believes that both �Őastya and the SSA's work are driven by 
the same passion to take students' educaƟŽŶĂů�experience from 
a basic to an advanced level. Mr. Rama Rao feels that �Őastya's 
trainers have incredible tĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ� skills and are very well 
prepped. He strŽŶŐůǇ�believes that the Őovernment can learn 
from �Őastya, and take the SSA's prŽŐƌammes to a different 
level. �Őastya should also extend its reach to other districts and 
states, so that children across the naƟŽŶ�can have access to 

stress-free ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ� ƵƐŝŶŐ� experiments and ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕� rather 
than just text books.

Mr. Rao is convinced that �Őastya is ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�students develop a 
scienƟĮĐ�mindset which will help society at larŐe by eliminaƟŶŐ�
supersƟƟŽƵƐ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ͘�He sees how leadership is encourĂŐed at 
AŐastya, throuŐh their novel YounŐ Instructor Leader 
prŽŐƌamme (YIL). Whenever he visits ǀŝůůĂŐes he sees the impact 
of the YIL prŽŐƌamme on its ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶts, who like to 
disseminate whatever they have learnt ĂŵŽŶŐ�their friends and 
fellow students. This helps ďƌŝŶŐ�out students’ latent tĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
ĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕�and fuels their quest to learn more. Not ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇ, 
Mr. Rama Rao feels that �Őastya should not only be a plaƞorm 
for students but also for their teachers. �Őastya can provide 
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ� for ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞͲƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ, and for showcĂƐŝŶŐ�
research that teachers at various schools have conducted, by 
orŐĂŶŝǌŝŶŐ�an event where teachers and students can interact 
with each other, and learn from and with each other. “AnǇƚŚŝŶŐ�
done with Őood intenƟŽŶƐ� will prosper,” he believes of an 
orŐanizaƟŽŶ�ůŝŬĞ��Őastya which has brŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Ă�ĐŚĂŶŐe in 
the lives of many children and conƟŶƵĞƐ� to do so every day. 
These Őood intenƟŽŶƐ�will not only help �Őastya prosper but 
will also beneĮƚ�society.
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Outposts of the government's public school system, 
KGBVs are residenƟĂů�higher secondary schools for girls 
from poor and remote rural backgrounds, who would 

otherwise have little access to a secondary ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘�
Jayabaduri finds that Agastya's vision reinforces and 
strengthens KGBV's mission, which is to mainstream children 
from marginalised cŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ� by guaranteeing them an 
educaƟŽŶ͘�Agastya's presence in their lives has beneĮƚed her 
students, by whetƟŶŐ�their appeƟƚe for learning, while helping 
her grow as a teacher and a community leader as wĞůů͘�

Jayabaduri emphasize that, when students visit Kuppam, they 
are exposed to adults and children from different backgrounds 
who speak different languagĞƐ͘� As a result, the children's 
interest in learning and speaking new languages has grŽǁŶ͘�As 
their communicaƟŽŶ� skills and cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ� have developed, 
Jayabaduri's students have started speaking in whole 
sentences, instead of just a few worĚƐ͘�Her students' interest 
and prowess in Hindi have forced Jayabaduri to improve her 
own knowledge of the languagĞ͘

As she puts it, “Without Agastya these children wouldn't have 
developed this well, this fasƚ͘� This is a 'backward' rĞŐŝŽŶ͘�
Children are doing as well as they are only because of AgastyĂ͘͟�
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“EDUCATION HAS BECOME EXCITING”

Many KGBV kids are ex-dropouts who decided to return 
to—and stay in—school, because of AgastyĂ͘�“They see all these 
exĐŝƟŶŐ�things; educĂƟŽŶ has become exĐŝƟŶŐ͘͟�

Jayabaduri recounts the story of three sisterƐ͘�Their father is a 
recovering alcoholic who was violent and forced the girls to 
work instead of going to ƐĐŚŽŽů͘��Ōer coming in contact with 
Agastya, the girls decided that they were going to enrol in the 
local KGBV͘ �They encouraged their mother to leave town and 
ĮŶĚ�work in Bangalore, and gave their father an ƵůƟŵĂtum: sort 
himself out or get out of their livĞƐ͘�Eventually his cŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ�
improved; he returned home and asked his family to take him 
ďĂĐŬ͘�“They had this couragĞ͕͟�Jayabaduri says, “this ability to 
communicate with their father, to speak up because he was 
doing something wrŽŶŐ͘� This knowledge came from their 
exposure to different types of people in AgastyĂ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ǁŚĞƌe 
they got their ƐŬŝůůƐ͘͟

Agastya has inspired Jayabaduri to encourage drop-outs to 
return to ƐĐŚŽŽů͘�In fact, Jayabaduri is paying fees for two young 
students who lost their parents to AIDS and were being 
shunned by locĂůƐ͘�She is clearly deeply loved by her students, 
who cluster around her whenever she's arŽƵŶĚ͘�

Ms. K.S. Jayabaduri
Teaches Hindi at 
KGBV, Shanthipuram
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A
n ex-Agastya employee, Ramachandra currently 

teaches science in standards six to eight at the A P 

Model School (APMS). A Trained Graduate Teacher 

(TGT) in MathemaƟĐƐ͕�Ramachandra counts the two-and-a-half 

years that he worked at Agastya as some of his most formaƟǀe. 

He created new models, ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� for the teacher training 

programme in ConsƚƌƵĐƟǀŝƐŵ͕� and wrote the accompanying 

insƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů� literature. Ramachandra credits Agastya with 

helping him learn how to teach using an interĂĐƟǀe, hands-on 

approach. He also learned the importance of a holisƟĐ�approach 

to any subject: “In schools, when teaching subjects like biology, 

we only taught biology; in physics only physics. We wouldn't go 

beyond that. At Agastya, on the other hand, the approach is 

integrated; we interlink subjects. You can take one topic and use 

it to explore ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�subjects.” 

Echoing teachers like Usha Rani, he conƟŶƵĞĚ͕�“At school the 

goal is only to cŽǀer the syllabus. If you draw on other subjects, 

those subject teachers take it personally. Here I am forced to 

focus on the syllabus because that's what the ofĮĐŝĂůƐ�assess 

when they come down.” This results in a controlled, rigid 

classroom enǀironment that discourages freedom of 

expression, and inhibits student ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ͘�Agastya, in stark 

contrast, has a stress-free, encouraging atƟƚƵĚĞ�that nurtures 

students' hidden potenƟĂů͕�and Őŝǀes them the scope to express 

Mr. M.R. Ramachandra
MathemaƟĐƐ�ƚeacher, 

APMS, Gudupalli
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their desires and thoughts. As a result, their communicaƟŽŶ�
and interpersonal skills ŇŽƵƌŝƐŚ͘

Ramachandra says that the nearly 65 Young Instructor Leaders 

(YILs) in his school haǀe a scienƟĮĐ�atƟƚƵĚĞ�that is unique and 

ĂďŽǀe aǀerage. They attend science workshops and meet 

prĂĐƟĐŝŶŐ�scienƟƐts which allows them to ĚĞǀelop a nuanced 

and discerning wŽƌůĚͲǀŝĞǁ. Quick to respond to quesƟŽŶƐ�and 

eager to help their peers, the YILs' enthusiasm is boundless. 

Each ƟŵĞ�they learn something new, they share it with their 

teachers and schoolmates. The school now has a special lab 

allotted to YILs, where they can recreate and then demonstrate 

models and experiments for their peers.

Ramachandra is conǀŝŶĐĞĚ�that, “If Agastya didn't exist in this 

area the public school system would be 10 years behind the rest 

of the country. Schools sƟůů�don't haǀe basic equipment like test 

tubes. Eǀen in the district headquarters, Chittoor city schools 

lack these fĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͘�[MorĞŽǀer] this model school [gŽǀernment 

schools that other schools emulate] has greater potenƟĂů�for 

ĚĞǀelopment than model schools in other areas only because of 

Agastya's ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ͘͟

TEACHERS





T
his carpenter's daughter transformed into a nature lover 

and an ambassador to ĮŐŚt Global Warming thanks to 

her exposure to the thought processes of Agastya.  From 

the very young age of 11 years when Jhansi was in the sixth 

standard, Agastya started inculcaƟŶŐ�a love for trees in her and 

other students.

“I am not a bad student but I learnt ten ƟŵĞƐ�more by watching, 

observing and doing things rather than sitƟŶŐ�in a classroom, 

thanks to Agastya,” says Jhansi Rani, who aims to become a 

ŚŽƌƟĐƵůƚƵƌŝƐt and plant trees wherever possible.  “It is not just 

the way of teaching that I like in Agastya, but also their way of 

thinking. It moulds our thought process and the way we think 

and act for the good of society. The ƉŽƐŝƟǀe aspects of living and 

learning are now etched in my mind. That is what shapes the 

future ĐŝƟǌens, not just passing out from school or getƟŶŐ�
degrees,” she asserts.

Thrilled by the hands-on experiments and the innovaƟǀe way of 

teaching and learning, Jhansi was addicted to the Agastya style 

of thinking, and she opted to attend summer camps. “Unlike the 

regular visits, summer camps provide us with a lot more ƟŵĞ�to 

learn. I really enjoyed spending my holidays at the campus and 

those were some of the best days in my life,” she declared.
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Exposure to the Agastya way of learning has had a deep impact 

on her goals and life. She was selected for the IRIS NaƟŽŶĂů�
Science Fair along with another Agastya student, Roja. . They 

travelled to Kolkata in 2008 where their project on Global 

Warming was selected from over a thousand submissions. She 

reŇĞĐƚƐ͕� “GetƟŶŐ� selected itself was a big achievement. The 

preparaƟŽŶ͕� learning to speak in English and the long travel 

with a lot of hope was a life-changing experience.”  

�Ōer ĮŶŝƐŚŝŶŐ� her B.Sc., Jhansi Rani wants to teach other 

children about the effects of Global Warming and how to make 

small changes in their own lives to protect the environment 

from deterioraƟŶŐ͘��

Jhansi Rani feels that there is a deĮŶŝƚe change in the way she 

thinks and behaves. “A scienƟĮĐ�and ƉŽƐŝƟǀe approach to many 

small things around us, brings about a great impact on our lives 

and the lives we touch. I overcame fear and learnt leadership 

ƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐ� to lead a value-based life. Now I want to teach and 

spread the message,” concludes the Young Instructor Leader 

from Chittoor district.

Jhansi Rani 
nd

2  year B.Sc

,ŽƌƟĐƵůƚƵƌe, Nellore
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Before she visited AgastyĂ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŌŚ�Ɛtandard, Jyothsna 

had neither seen a model nor done any experiments.  All 

this changed once she became an Agastya Young 

Instructor Leader, and ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂted in the IRIS NaƟŽŶĂů�Science 

Fair, which eventually took her halfway around the world.

For IRIS, Jyothsna and her friend Bhargavi chose to determine 

which plants, when planted in the dividers along the naƟŽŶĂů�
highways, could best convert carbon dioxide into oxygen. They 

named their project “A study for growing oxygen on highways”, 

and started ofĨ�ďǇ�ƐĞůĞĐƟŶŐ�Ɛŝǆ�ƉůĂŶts—three shrubs and three 

trees. They took one fresh and one dry leaf from each of the 

sample trees and shrubs, and soaked them individually in a 

ƟŐŚtly lidded glass jar full of water. They then exposed all twelve 

jars to three hours of sunlight each, aŌer which they examined 

the number of bubbles in each jar, to gauge the amount of 

oxygen produced. The more the bubbles, the greater the 

amount of oxygen produced.

The Singapore Cherry Tree and the 

shrub were the most effĞĐƟǀe. IRIS chose the girls' 

experiment awarding them the Broadcom Masters 

InternaƟŽŶĂů�Award in the Junior Category, and thus gave them 

a chance to go to Pittsburgh, U.S.A.!

Vitex Negundo (Five-leaved 

chaste tree) 

The journey f rom cur ios i ty to c reat i v i ty
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Over the next six months, Jyothsna learned how to present 

herself and worked on her English and communicaƟŽŶ�skills. 

Jyothsna's trip to the other side of the world took 18 long hours 

via Delhi, Dubai, and Atlanta. Since it was Jyothsna's Įƌst ƟŵĞ�
ŇǇŝŶŐ, she found the landing and take-off really scary!

Jyothsna found that Pittsburgh was very cold, very clean, and 

had very tall buildings. During her seven days there, she made 

good friends with children from China, Saudi Arabia, and 

Mexico! She was able to see lots of different projects and do 

many experiments with her peers.

Jyothsna's ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ�is to ĮŶĚ�a cure for AIDs, which she hears 

from various media, is a big problem in India. In the mean ƟŵĞ�
she wants to do her masters in physics, since everything we see 

in our daily lives can be understood through physics.

If it weren't for Agastya, Jyothsna would never have had the 

chance to ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂte in IRIS and travel to America. Her school 

life would have been ordinary and her cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�would have 

been low. Now she can speak freely with everyone, and is able 

to think deeply about everything.

Jyothsna 
st

1  Year of B.Sc in 

MathemaƟĐƐ͕�WŚysics 

and Chemistry

Vikas Junior College 

AGASTYA ALUMNI



Summer/Winter Workshops Science Fairs Innovation Fairs National Platforms

Thinker Explorer Young Instructor Leader  Young Innovator Ignited Innovator/Change Maker

Poornima was Įƌst exposed to Agastya in the ĮŌŚ�grade, 
when the Mobile Labs came to visit her school. It was 
that summer, during Agastya's summer camp, that 

Poornima realised that she could learn a lot more if she actually 
got her hands dirty.

Once she became a Young Instructor Leader (YIL) in the seventh 
standard, Poornima ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�a gradual but deĮŶŝƚe change in her 
personality. The YIL programme's emphasis on peer teaching, in 
ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�to all the encouragement she received from Agastya, 
helped her grow more self-cŽŶĮĚĞŶt. Her English started to 
improve and so did her newfound sense of self-assurance.

As a YIL, Poornima counselled many dropouts and their families. 
One of her friends' parents, for example, wanted their daughter 
to stop going to school and work instead. GetƟŶŐ�wind of this, 
Poornima and a group of her friends went to the girl's house and 
urged her parents to send her back to school. Poornima points 
out that in villages parents don't think there is any need for girls 
to study. They focus on getƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ŝŶƐtead. Some of 
Poornima's relaƟǀes also told her to stop studying and get 
married fast. Poornima's father refused and stated clearly that 
she can study for as long as she wants. 
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In the ninth standard Poornima and her friend Nandhini came 
up with an idea to make a low cost Įƌe eǆƟŶŐƵŝƐŚĞƌ. Agastya 
instructors helped them develop their ideas and to test bottles 
of different shapes; varying syringe sizes and distance between 
the syringe and the wire above it. Their model used a spirit lamp 
to heat the air. They submitted their project to IRIS, and were 
selected to present it in Mumbai.

Poornima and Nandhini received the NaƟŽŶĂů�Award for their 
project. Poornima cried tears of pure joy when she was called 
up to receive her prize. At home, Poornima was greeted by her 
overjoyed parents, relaƟǀes, and teachers. At school, she was 
praised by her peers with her headmaster publicly commending 
her achievements.

Her ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ�now is to become a physics lecturer and to help 
support her family. Poornima is grateful to Agastya for exposing 
her to such great things.

AN INEXTINGUISHABLE FLAME

C. Poornima 
st1  Year of B.Sc in 

MathemaƟĐƐ͕�WŚysics 
Chemistry

IRM Degree College
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According to Jamila’s parents, their daughter Jamila has 
been progressing in leaps and bounds since her 
exposure to Agastya. Mr. Sivamani has visited Agastya's 

Kuppam campus many ƟŵĞƐ�and says that the environment 
that Agastya has created is ideal for learning. The children are 
keen to visit Agastya, because they use models to teach difĮĐƵůƚ�
concepts that students normally struggle with at school. 

During her ƟŵĞ�at Agastya, Jamila has grown increasingly more 
interested in science. These changes have ƉŽƐŝƟǀely affected 
their home life as well, says Jamila's mother Sheaneej, who is a 
lecturer at MFC Government VocaƟŽŶĂů�Senior College. Jamila 
did a project on how best to reduce heavy metals in the Kolar 
Gold Fields. She would come home every day and discuss her 
project with her parents. The family is now against mining as a 
prĂĐƟĐĞ�as a result of which Sheaneej has even stopped buying 
gold. Jamila's interest in the arts has grown as well. Now, on 
holidays, Sheaneej and Jamila visit Agastya's Art Lab and create 
small decoraƟŽŶƐ� together. These occasions provide the pair 
good ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�to bond. 

Her parents note that Jamila is Įƌst to stand up and explain 
concepts as well as answer quesƟŽŶƐ� in class, while her 

The journey f rom cur ios i ty to c reat i v i ty
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AGASTYA INSPIRES BIG DREAMS

cŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ� and interĂĐƟŽŶ� with her peers has increased. 
Having met former President of India, Dr. Abdul Kalam and Dr. 
Anil Kakodkar (former chairman of Atomic Energy Commission) 
at Agastya, Jamila has grown ever more enthusiasƟĐ� about 
science. Sheaneej adds that Jamila sat and cut out all the 
ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�she could ĮŶĚ�on both these inspiring scienƟĮĐ�leaders 
and she could see the admiraƟŽŶ�in her daughter's eyes.

Agastya has even started to change the way the community 
thinks, says Jamila's mother. She and her daughter visited one of 
Agastya's Science Fairs and saw a project on biodiversity. That 
project talked about conserving the environment by following 
good waste and water management prĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘�The project also 
showed how to save cooking gas. Sheaneej befriended a 
number of parents at the Science Fair, and discussed these 
issues with them. They decided to make a concerted effort en 
masse, to use everything they bought henceforth, to its fullest 
and only then throw it away.

Mr. Sivamani, who teaches lower primary school students at 
MPPS Vanadapalli in Kuppam Mandal, adds that his pedagogical 
approach has been ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞĚ�by Agastya's approach. He now 
attempts different and more creaƟǀe methods of teaching.

Father
C.K. Sivamani
School Teacher, MPPS 
Vanadapalli Kuppam 
Mandal

Mother
S. Sheaneej
Lecturer, MFC 
Government VocaƟŽŶĂů�
Senior College

Daughter
Jamila  
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